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HIGHLIGHTS
The impact of breastfeeding on prolactin, cellular immune activation, and myocardial recovery was analyzed in 100
women with peripartum cardiomyopathy 
Koczo et al. 
, and natural
Cell "activation" status was assessed by expression of CD25, CD38, or human leukocyte antigen DR isotype.
Antigen-specific and compensation antibodies used in flow cytometry were previously published (11) .
Flow cytometry data were acquired using a BD FACS ARIA 1 and analyzed using FACSDiva version 6. 
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J U N E 2 0 1 9 : 2 9 1 -3 0 0 (A) In the overall peripartum cardiomyopathy cohort, higher serum levels of prolactin at entry were associated with a higher percentage of
In the smaller breastfeeding subset, higher serum prolactin levels remained significantly associated
Immune Activation and Breastfeeding in PPCM J U N E 2 0 1 9 : 2 9 1 -3 0 0 reduction in natural killer cells (CD3
and an increase in CD3 
